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NATIONAL NEWS

Study: Emergency Responders Unprepared

NY Times, June 30, 2003
Nearly two years after the Sept. 11 attacks, the United States remains " dangerously
unprepared" to handle another catastrophic attack, according to a study by the Council on
Foreign Relations.
» Study: 'First Responders Underfunded, Washington Post, June 29
» Study Questions Terror Readiness, CBS News, June 30
» Emergency Workers Need $100 Billion Over 5 Y ears, GovExec, June 30

A Push from Homeland Security

NY Times, June 30, 2003
The government is shopping for high-technology tools capable of finding terrorists and
defending against cyberattacks on the computer networks that run the nation's financial,
transportation, and communications systems.

Homeland Security Flooded with Antiterror Tech Plans
GovExec, June 30, 2003
The Homeland Security Department has received more than 3,300 responses to last
month's solicitation of awide array of innovative counterterrorism technol ogies,
according to Homeland Security Secretary Tom Ridge.
» Wanted: Coordination for Sharing Homeland Security Data, Gover nment Computer
News, July 1

USGSHoldsHomeland Treasure

Federal Computer Week, July 1, 2003
The U.S. Geological Survey, with its massive collection of the most comprehensive maps
of the United States, has become an unlikely partner in the war against terror according to
top government officials.

Homeland Department Unvells New Port Security Regulations

GovExec, July 1, 2003
The Homeland Security Department on Tuesday announced new regulations for port and
vessel security, requiring security plans for commercia vessels ranging from cruise liners
to cargo ships and approximately 5,000 ports and other facilities.
» Tough Security Lawsto Hurt Travel, CNN, July 3

Vendor s Boost Biometricsfor Homeand
Federal Computer Week, July 1, 2003
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http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/national/AP-Homeland-Security.html
http://www.cfr.org/pdf/Responders_TF.pdf
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A45636-2003Jun28.html
http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2003/06/30/attack/main560982.shtml
http://www.govexec.com/dailyfed/0603/063003gsn1.htm
http://www.nytimes.com/2003/06/29/national/29COUN.html
http://www.govexec.com/dailyfed/0603/063003td1.htm
http://gcn.com/vol1_no1/daily-updates/22601-1.html
http://www.fcw.com/fcw/articles/2003/0630/web-map-07-01-03.asp
http://www.govexec.com/dailyfed/0703/070103td1.htm
http://www.cnn.com/2003/WORLD/europe/07/03/biz.trav.security.laws.reut/index.html
http://www.fcw.com/fcw/articles/2003/0630/web-bio-07-01-03.asp

In atrusted traveler program, such as one proposed as part of the Transportation Security
Administration's Computer Assisted Passenger Prescreening System (CAPPS) 11, a
passenger could opt for a background check and receive an identification card.

Homeland Security Reassigns Hundr eds of Agentsto Northern Border

GovExec, July 2, 2003
More than 375 Border Patrol agents will be reassigned to the country’ s northern border as
part of the Homeland Security Department’ s ongoing effort to increase security on the
4,000-mile boundary between the United States and Canada.

CONGRESS

Rudman Report on First Responders'Premature,’ Say Conservatives

TownHall.com, July 1, 2003
Fiscal conservatives and key congressional budget staffers Monday criticized a
Washington think tank's assertion that the homeland security budget for local officials
responding to terrorist attacks was under-funded by nearly $100 billion.

At DHS, the Bush Team and Unions are Actually Getting Along

GovExec, July 1, 2003
A year ago, federal employee unions and the Bush administration were locked in a nasty
battle over whether Congress should grant broad power over personnel in the proposed
Homeland Security Department to President Bush.

STATE AND LOCAL ACTIVITIES

Emergency Personnel Prepare’ Just in Case

Cadillac News, June 30, 2003
For local emergency management personnel, the biannual exercise at Wexford County
Airport Saturday was part of a day of training to build skills, confidence, and teamwork
with a $4000 grant from the Department of Homeland Security.

Bioterrorism Test Beginsin Downtown OKC

KOCOTYV, June 30, 2003
Scientists from the U.S. Defense Department and the Energy and Homeland Security
Department released an unharmful gas in downtown Oklahoma City Monday morning to
monitor whether the gas could be detected if the city was ever the target of aterrorist
attack.

Ariz. Terror Funding Assailed
Arizona Republic, June 30, 2003
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http://www.govexec.com/dailyfed/0703/070203m1.htm
http://www.townhall.com/news/politics/200307/NAT20030701a.shtml
http://www.govexec.com/dailyfed/0703/070103b1.htm
http://www.cadillacnews.com/articles/2003/06/30/news/news01.txt
http://www.channeloklahoma.com/news/2301501/detail.html
http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/news/articles/0630destruction30.html

Arizona cities say they are overwhelmed by homeland security demands, considering that
Maricopa County cities alone asked for $46 million, and underwhelmed by federa
money doled out this month.

Pushing for Mutual Aid

Victoria Advocate, June 30, 2003
The Victoriafire chief had many reasons for becoming president of the Texas Fire Chiefs
Association, but one of the most important to him was trying to pass legislation that
would join all local fire departments together in a mutual aid agreement.

Emergency Training Continuous

. Joseph News-Press, June 30, 2003
Missouri State Emergency Management Agency courses run the gamut, from health
concernsin conjunction with weapons of mass destruction to assisting senior citizens
during disasters, and to administrators already versed in such training, there’ s never a
guestion about the relevance of taking such refreshers.

Officials Say City'sWell Prepared for Terrorism

Newsday, July 1, 2003
While conceding that no security plan is completely fool proof, city officials say they
believe New Y ork City iswell prepared to deal with terrorism.

Ehrlich EstablishesMd. Homeland Security Office

Washington Business Journal, July 1, 2003
Gov. Bob Ehrlich on Tuesday signed an executive order creating the Governor's Office of
Homeland Security to serve as adirect liaison to the U.S. Department of Homeland
Security and to work with state and local officials to strengthen homeland security and
emergency preparedness.

Drill Carries'Aura of Realism'

Press Telegram, June 30, 2003
Once every three years, the Long Beach Airport conducts a mock airline emergency to
test preparedness, drawing responding agencies and 85 emergency workers together in a
coordinated effort.

Security Consultant Tightens Port's Security

Philadelphia Public Record, July 1, 2003
The Philadel phia Port was recently awarded a federal grant and Port Security Chief
Lehmann saysit will be amajor boost to providing enhanced video surveillance;
improved barrier plansin al the terminals, increased lighting, automatic access control,
motorized gates and new cameras alowing them to respond instantly to alerts.

Disaster Training Facility EarnsMeridian Praise
Clarion-Ledger, July 2, 2003
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http://www.thevictoriaadvocate.com/local/local/story/1168857p-1392956c.html
http://www.stjoenews-press.com/Main.asp?SectionID=81&SubSectionID=272&ArticleID=42448
http://www.newsday.com/news/printedition/ny-nyterr013354858jul01,0,7275766.story?coll=ny-news-print
http://washington.bizjournals.com/washington/stories/2003/06/30/daily14.html
http://www.presstelegram.com/Stories/0,1413,204~21474~1487445,00.html
http://www.phillyrecord.com/port-2.html
http://www.clarionledger.com/news/0307/02/m03.html

The Meridian Public Safety Training center, with 5,000 square feet of classrooms, a
simulated shooting range, a one-acre lake, confined rescue space, a K-9 training center,
driving range and fitness track was home to hundreds of responders last year.

County to use Federal Fundsto Help Preparefor Terrorism

Times and Democrat, July 2, 2003
The Orangeburg County Fire Commission reported during its monthly meeting Monday
that the commission, along with four other county law enforcement and emergency
response agencies, will share $111,632.77 as part of the federal government's Homeland
Security Grant and Supplemental Homeland Security Grant fund programs.

Uniform Emergency Response Plan Being Created for Carroll Schools

Baltimore Sun, July 3, 2003
Carroll County’s public school system's security coordinator, Larry Faries, isworking
this summer to streamline and standardize over 41 school emergency response plans so
that administrators will handle bomb threats and hazardous chemical spills the same way
and the correct way.

Mock Anthrax Attack 'Kills 9000

Oakland Tribune, July 3, 2003
Inside the situation room of a nuclear weapons lab, Alameda County's public health
officials witnessed an attack that exposed gaps in their new, 300-page bioterrorism plan
and left 9,000 people dead.
» 9,000 Diein Anthrax Simulation, Tri-Valley Herald, July 3

Small Towns Handle Homeland Security Alerts Differently

News24, July 3, 2003
During the last Orange Alert, one study showed that nationwide cities spent atotal of $70
million on Homeland Security; however, in smaller cities the emphasis is more on raising
awareness than increasing spending during heightened terror aerts.

RELATED INFORMATION

RECENT REPORTS

» Bioterrorism: Information Technology Strategy Could Strengthen Federal Agencies
Abilities to Respond to Public Health Emergencies, GAO-03-139, May 2003

» Drastically Underfunded, Dangerously Unprepared, Council on Foreign Relations,
Independent Task Force on Emergency Responders, June 2003

The information contained in this newsletter was collected from Internet sources. Opinions expressed do not necessarily
represent the official position of the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s Office of National Preparedness.

July 4, 2003 4


http://www.thetandd.com/articles/2003/07/02/news/news10.txt
http://www.sunspot.net/news/education/bal-ca.plans03jul03,0,6516927.story?coll=bal-education-k12
http://www.oaklandtribune.com/Stories/0,1413,82~1726~1492196,00.html
http://www.trivalleyherald.com/Stories/0,1413,86~10669~1492156,00.html
http://www.news24houston.com/content/headlines/?ArID=10207&SecID=2
http://www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?GAO-03-139
http://www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?GAO-03-139
http://www.cfr.org/pdf/Responders_TF.pdf

